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DO YOU QUALIFY TO OWN? 

The first step to buying a home using a mortgage is to 
get pre-approved by our lending partners.  We here at 
The Campbell Group have preferred local lenders and 
mortgage brokers that can assist in this endeavor as they 
know the market here and have some great financing 
options. Steps include a quick call with our lending 
partner, fill out a quick online application which requires 
a soft credit check and at this time a general financial 
analysis is performed. Also, keep in mind that you may be 
eligible for loans insured by the Veterans Administration 
(VA) or the Federal Housing Administration (FHA) where 
little to no down payment is needed. 

IS IT A GOOD TIME TO BUY? 

Our Campbell Group licensed buyer agents will consult 
at a high level thus giving you an overview of today’s 
market so you can make the best decision for you and 
your family.  However, if you are currently renting but 
want to own a home, have the funding, and the right real 
estate professional to guide you — those are signs that it 
might be a good time to buy.  Our team of licensed real 
estate professionals will assess the current local market 
conditions and inform you about your options. As an 
industry insider, we often get the scoop on great real 
estate opportunities you might otherwise miss!  
And, there is NO COST to use our services.

THE CAMPBELL GROUP  
WOULD LIKE TO INTRODUCE  
YOU TO YOUR HOME BUYING PROCESS
Owning a home is more than a financial investment; it’s an investment in quality  
of life – particularly if you have a family or if you’re planning one. You can decorate or  
renovate however you like, customize your landscape, rule the roost! It’s your home!  

THIS GUIDE PROVIDES A DETAILED LOOK AT YOUR HOME BUYING PROCESS HERE IN SUNNY 
FLORIDA WHERE IT TRULY IS ENDLESS SUMMER LIVING.

9 4 1 - 2 1 8 - 0 6 1 9      E N D L E S S S U M M E R L I V I N G . C O M



7 STEPS TO HOME OWNERSHIP
Buying a home usually represents your lifetimes single biggest investment – and debt. Adequate research, knowing what 

you want and what you can afford, and the assistance of a Campbell Group professional and licensed real estate agent are 
the keys for your best outcome. Steps will help you get started. 

DEFINE YOUR GOALS, RESEARCH YOUR 
OPTIONS, AND DEVELOP AN ACTION PLAN 

WITH YOUR CAMPBELL GROUP LICENSED AGENT

Getting the green light to homeownership means 
educating and preparing yourself as much as possible 
regarding the market you are looking in. Know what 
you and your family’s personal reasons are for buying, 
and determine the kind of home, neighborhood, and 
features you want. Since buying and financing a home 
are fundamentally connected, you’ll also need to 
examine your current financial situation and know what 
you can realistically afford. That is unless you are using 
cash for your purchase.

Once you take care of the above, you’ll be in a better 
position to research housing and mortgage options, so 
you can create an action plan with timelines for moving 
forward. This is where your Campbell Group consultant 
is needed.  While it is possible to do this yourself, you 
may benefit by consulting with one of our experienced 
real estate professionals right from the start. 

CONTACT YOUR CAMPBELL GROUP  
LICENSED REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL 

Buying real estate is a complex matter with many factors 
to consider as obviously no two homes or transactions are 
alike. The unique opportunities and potential pitfalls are 
best navigated with a Campbell Group real estate expert 
by your side. Our licensed, professional, knowledgeable, 
and service oriented agents will guide you through the 
property search, financing, negotiation, title process 
and finally through the entire transaction process. Rest-
assured, you are in good hands! Please consider our local 
market knowledge, experience and extensive track record 
when making your decision. 

GET PRE-QUALIFIED FOR A LOAN 

If you are using a mortgage, it’s important to get pre- 
qualified for a loan before you start viewing homes. The 
pre-approval process involves speaking with our premier 
lending partners (shops around for your best rate and 
program) and authorizing them to examine your current 
financial situation and credit history with a soft credit 
pull. Based on this initial review, our lending partner will 
provide you with a document detailing the amount you 
are pre-qualified to borrow in order to buy your beautiful 
Florida home.

The benefits of pre-qualification include: 

•   You’ll know roughly what your budget is and be able to 
plan accordingly with your Campbell Group agent. In 
order to write any offers on homes here in Florida, we will 
need this pre-approval letter and in some instances, we 
will even need the letter to view homes.

•   Our lending partner can tell you if you might qualify for 
special programs that will help you afford more home 
(particularly if you’re a first-time buyer).

•   Financing is available from many sources we know; 
however, our lending partners are local, understand 
the pulse of the market and have a history of offering 
excellent mortgage products and services through a 
handful of their lenders. 

For more information about the benefits of pre-
qualification and the loan process in general, speak to 
your Campbell Group licensed real estate agent. They 
will point you in the right direction.

VIEW HOMES WITH YOUR CAMPBELL GROUP 
AGENT AND FIND THE ONE 

The secret to a happy home search is in knowing what 
you really want and having your Campbell Group agent 
assist you in finding it. That means distinguishing between 
“must-haves” and “like-to-haves”. To help you target your 
search and define your home criteria, refer to the Home 
Search Worksheet on page 4. 

A few interesting facts about the search process  
for perspective: 

•   51% of buyers who used the internet during their 
home search ultimately found the home that they 
purchased online. We will assist in this process by 
creating a custom profile with your set criteria and 
email you homes daily, weekly or monthly to review 
and tag the homes you like as favorites so when the 
time comes, we know what your top pick list is and we 
can set up the showings accordingly. Your Campbell 
Group agent will accompany you on all of the 
showings and work with you to find the perfect home.

•   68% of buyers who used their mobile device to search 
found their home through a mobile application.  We 
will also send out your own personal mobile app that 
matches the home criteria that we are sending you 
via email.  You will also be able to search and review 
homes through this mobile app. 

•   The typical home buyer searches for 10 weeks and views 
10 homes before purchasing. So, don’t fret if you’re not 
seeing one you like early in the process.  
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SECURE YOUR  
FINANCING AND WORK 

WITH OUR TITLE COMPANY

Once you have a pending agreement, it’s time to return 
to our lending partner to finalize mortgage details so we 
can get the process started and also get our title company 
involved. This means completing the loan application and 
finalizing your down payment, interest rate, regular payment 
schedule and all other financial conditions associated with 
the closing as well as provide our title company with the 
escrow deposit and answers to their questions regarding the 
process. Here at The Campbell Group, we are a “one stop 
shop.” From sending you homes that fit your criteria via our 
Best of Breed technology, to getting pre-qualified, seeing 
the homes, negotiating terms on the contract, referring an 
inspector, getting the title company involved to do municipal 
lien and title searches to finally closing, we have you covered. 
As the saying goes, ‘let the buyer beware’. Unfortunately, 
too many buyers suffer negative consequences from not 
fully understanding their financing decisions and deadlines. 
Therefore, it’s crucial for you to work with people you trust. In 
this regard, your Campbell Group licensed real estate agent 
can become a true friend for life. 

CLOSING THE DEAL 

Key steps prior to the closing of escrow, also referred  
to as the “settlement.” 

This is where our title company comes in.  Getting a 
title search – you will need a historical review of all legal 
documents relating to ownership of the property – to 
ensure that there are no claims against the title of the 
property. It’s also necessary to purchase Title Insurance for 
protection in the event of errors in the records or mistakes 
in the review process. 

The final walk through – you will be given the chance 
to look at the home one last time to make sure it’s in the 
same condition as when you signed the sale agreement.  
Your Campbell Group agent will set this up the day prior 
to closing or day of closing. 

The settlement – typically, on or shortly prior to the 
Closing Date, you’ll sign all the paperwork required to 
complete the transaction, which may be done with our 
escrow agent either at our office or via remote notary if 
you are not able to be here for the closing (we do this 
in many instances with our out-of-town buyers). The 
settlement will include paying your closing costs, title 
fees, property adjustments and transfer taxes. At that 
point, you will receive the property title and copies of 
all documentation pertaining to the purchase. 

YOU WILL RECEIVE THE KEYS 
TO YOUR NEW HOME!!!!  

•   Your Campbell Group Real Estate agent will remain a vital 
part of the home search process now and ongoing…even 
after you’re in your new home. We will stay in touch just in 
case you decide you want to make another move. We will 
assist in listing your home and finding another one.

•   With our mobile app and online real estate website, you can 
view homes, see details, take video tours, request showings 
and access school and neighborhood info. Technology as 
you well know, is a great tool in your search process and 
here at The Campbell Group, we incorporate all of the 
latest & greatest technologies for your real estate search!

In most instances, it’s necessary to view homes in person. 
While the property details may seem similar online, homes 
can be very different in terms of layout, design, workmanship 
and other aspects. Ideally, you should view homes (in-
person / video communication apps such as FaceTime 
or WhatsApp / recording a video and uploading it to The 
Campbell Group YouTube channel) with the help of your 
experienced Campbell Group real estate professional 
who may notice things you might miss, provide expert 
analysis, and act as an impartial sounding board. 

MAKING AN OFFER AND POSSIBLY 
NEGOTIATING WITH THE SELLER 

When we’ve found the home you’d like to buy, it’s time to 
make an offer. Your Campbell Group agent will go over the 
2 contracts used here in Florida for real estate transactions. 
These contracts enable you to specify a sale price and also 
allow the inclusion of clauses specifying various terms of 
purchase, such as the closing date, your deposit amount 
and other options to help you acquire the home. 

You will carefully review these clauses with your Campbell 
Group real estate professional to be sure that they accurately 
express your intended offer. In addition to drawing up the 
contract, your dedicated Campbell Group agent will be 
happy to address all your questions about the offer process.

Once we’ve written the offer, your Campbell Group agent 
will present it to the seller and/or the seller’s representative. 
Generally speaking, the seller can accept your offer, reject 
it, or counter it to initiate the negotiation process. In some 
instances, depending on the pulse of the market, a Best 
and Final offer amount is delivered as the home may be in 
a multiple bid situation (i.e. in a seller’s market).

Successive counteroffers, with deadlines for responding 
and meeting conditions, may be exchanged between 
you and the seller until a mutual pending agreement 
is reached or the negotiations breakdown and the 
opportunity is lost. Negotiations involve many factors 
specifically relating to different market conditions, 
homes and sellers, and other variables that your licensed 
Campbell Group agent will handle with ease.  
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WORKING WITH A REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL 
The Campbell Group is made up of licensed real estate agents that work both on the listing and buying side of real 
estate transactions. Our buyer specialists focus on helping you successfully land and finance your dream home. One 
benefit of using The Campbell Group services is gaining the inside track on listings right when they come on the  
market — in fact, sometimes even before they’re on the market. And that’s just the beginning. 

THE CAMPBELL GROUP BUYER SPECIALIST WILL
•   Educate you about Buyer Agency, outlining their professional responsibilities to you, including complete 

Disclosure, Loyalty, Confidentiality, Obedience and Accountability 

•   Help you explore your financing options and refer you to our lending partners to help you make the best 
possible decision

•   Save you time by regularly searching the market for homes that meet your criteria 

•   Email you homes that fit your criteria and make adjustments if necessary as your buying parameters may change 
during the home purchasing process

•   View homes with you and provide comparative market analysis

•   Provide expert consultation in relation to your written offer to purchase a home, with all terms approved by you 

•   Negotiate the best possible price and terms for you and take care of all the documentation details thus keeping 
you fully informed about all activities leading to the closing

•   Assist you, if necessary, in finding any home-related services you need 

THE BOTTOM LINE IS THAT YOU WILL RECEIVE INVALUABLE,  

COMPREHENSIVE, HIGH-QUALITY SERVICE,  

AND PEACE OF MIND THROUGHOUT  

THE ENTIRE PROCESS. 

HOME SEARCH

WORKSHEET
MUST HAVES
Price range Area _________________________________________________________

Detached/Attached  ___________________  House style(s): ____________________________

Age of property _________________ Lot size: _________________ Square footage: _________________ 

Number of bedrooms _________________  Number of bathrooms _________________ Garage _____________________

LIKE TO HAVES
e.g., waterfront, view, large lot, pool, fireplace, basement, garage size, built-in vacuum, distance to school, additional room preferences, etc.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

1662 Main Street 7131 Curtiss Ave, Suite 3 200 N. Tamiami Trail, Suite H 626 Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, FL 34236 Sarasota, FL 34231 Venice, FL 34285 Port Charlotte, FL 33953
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